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NOTE

Thic IMANVECTILU iy & firut draft of an accumulation of renealogical aad
hiutorical dara on the Pell Family., It has not besn verifled for the recason
that the information hi, fomne from many tourees, with LOmMe appurent
diserepuncics, Indcmuch as it wiil be supplemented, hopefully, and recuire
revision, other apparent errors and omissions have not been corrected,

Much of the content wac researched by others of our fumilies, who Lave
prececeased us, Some of it was written by Mrs. Eula W. Bell, wife of the
late John Montgomery Bell of Chester, South Carolina, Mre, Bell's notes
indicate contributions to her from Miss Dora Bell; the Reverend Robert
Murphy Bel); and I am sure there were others, including her hucbano,
who periaps contributeq most of the family traditions, Mz, S. Lewis Bell
of Chester, South Carolina has been tost kelpful and has provided 211 of
the research material of the late Cula W, Bell, Mrs. Margaret Templeton
of Miermphis, Ternescee:; Nirg, Margaret Kilgore of Columbia, South Caro-
lina; Mrs, Margaret Gasion of Starkville, Mississipoi; and more recently,
Mrs, Helen Elizabeth Malone and her sister, Mrs, Margaret Sue London,
of NMiarni, Florida, Lave vacl, contributed information. .

This is a fumily project, and hopefully will evolve a more compre-
hensive History of the Bells of Fairfield District, our heritage and
traditions,

R. K. Bell
Coral Cubles, Florida
June 28, 1975



the Indian menance had been a deterrent to vettlement there. So it was not
until the end of the Indian wars that they were able to take advantage of
land grants in the backcountry of the Colonier, but by this time there was
a new generation with few, if any skills at all, to sustain them in the
challenge. But William Bell I and his family were skilled tillers of the
soil and better equipped than those who had migrated to Pennsylvania a
decade or two earlier. He probably had a good {dea, too, (;f where in the
backcountry of South Carolina he was destined to settle. John Bell I, now
believed to be a brother of William I, had migrated to South Carolina in
1756, where he recelved from King George II a land grant to fifty acres
bounding on a stream known as Jackson's Creek and Little River. These
were Indian hunting grounds in the 1750's and only a few of the most hardy,
brave and skilled frontiersmen ventured into those parts of the backcountry,
except to trade with the Indians, But here John Bell had lived for perhaps
eleven years and would have known all of the early ecettlers. [3]

Conditions as they were, particularly the Indian menace, it is highly
unlikely that John Bell I took a family into that backcountry in 1756. It is
‘possible aleo that he indentured himself to gain pasesage to the Colonies.
And it could be no more than a coincidence that there at shipside that day
in Belfast were Sarah Bell, aged %-Sarah Bell, aged 21; and John Bell,
aged 19, waiting to board the Brigantine Chichester for the voyage to Charles
Town. [4] And it could also be just coincidence that the family of William
Bell I, as well as Sarah Bell and her daughter ans son, would all ultimately
receive land grants in the near vicinity of John. In fact, the same would
be true of most all of those Scotch-Irish immigrants who waited to board
the Brigantine Chichester that day.

What, one¢ might ask, would impel 2 man like John Bell I to leave a

family behind in Ireland, if indeed he did, and take himself into the Indiin

[3] Department sirchives & History, Columbia, South Carolina,

[) rretonis o ber e renn to Sout! Carcling, Nevill, n e,
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backcountry of Squth Carolina? The answer, -th;)ugh perhaps oversimpli-
fied ~ ownership of land and religious liberty,

The Gensral Assembly of the Colony of Souuth Caralina, on July &5,
1701, enacted the "Bounty Act, "' an Act broadening existing immigration
laws, and applicable only to Pro.tes'.':ant Relizlous Refugees, Those refugees
v.Lo c;mld produce a certificate of membership in a Protesta‘nt church were
grantéd in cash four pounds sterling, twenty shillings sterling, or two
pounds sterling and twenty shillings sterling, according to their age. But,
noresver, those vver the age of fifteen yeare were granted one hundred
acres of land, [5)

How great the incentive!, Perhaps nothing else could have so stirred
the minds and l..-na;;bxaiion of a people whose ancestors for generations past
had tilled the*oil, though not their own. Upperrnost in the mind of Viilllam
Belll ae he stood there beaide ship was, perhaps, the "Bounty Act, "’ 1;A<.>r
under 1is terms, and with the certificate of membexhipin the Church of his
faith, he and hias faniily would bscome the owners in fce simiple of five hundred
acres of land in the Colony of South Carolina. To VWilliam Bell I, it would be
Just as the deed of conveyance would recite: "Dy the Grace of Goé and King
George III, etc.“ Q\ .

Anc, religious liberty! The B;nn were of the Presbyterian faith,
Covenantors of the Scottish Kirk., There were the temporal advantages of
tie life to Le in the Colony of South Carolina, which though Anglican, was
tolerant of all religious faiths and wects, and thereiore, ‘a religious advantage
as well,

An account of the religious motivation of immigrant Covenantors
fron: Scotiand and Ircland about the raiddle of the eighteenth century is
found in a "Repriat from the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanor,
Jaauary, 1375";

(5] Dounty Act, passed July 25, 1761, Department Archives & History,
Columbia, South Cusrolin: (The erizinil muck too torn to be copied),
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"Influenced by thelr deslre to improve their condltidn. as well as
to escape from the oppression of Erastian tyranny, families and individuals
left Scotland and Ireland and located in such parts of this land ae prepented
the best prospect of promoting their temporal interests and enjoying
religious privileges, They brought their Principles with them; they knew
them, loved them, and were determined to hold them fast. These principles
were embodied in the testimony emitted by the Church in Scot.land, which
was accepted by the Church in ireiand, In this testimony they declared, in
language not to be misunderstood, their attachment to the cause of Christ
as King of Nations, » * %

A6 the Brigantine Chichester moved slowly from dockside with the
outgeing tide, its passengers were likely on deck waving their hanglé and
arme in a final goodby gesture to their kin, friends and neighbors, and to
their native Ireland. And, as the ship plowed eastward from the harbor of
Belfast toward the Sea of Ireland, the Bell family probally turned their eyes
toward the waters of the ¥'yrth of Clyde and Scotland, from whence their .
ancestors had come to Ireland in the first migration.,

The events. at sea on the voyage to Charles Town remain untcld,
except for the tradition in the family of John Montgomery Bell {1875-1947)

W

of Chester County, South Carolina, hescend&nt six generations removed,

to the effect that ''they encountered such a terrific storm that the ship

spruns a leak compelling the passengers for many days to work desperately

to help keep the ship afloat,” [6)

[6] n. Eula Willis Bell ( _ - 1935), wife of John Montgomery Bell, and
a genealogist of Chester, South Carolina, in the 1920's did extensive
research of the records of South Carolina as they related to William
Bell I and his descendants. She interviewed natives of the hionticello
Section of Fairfi~ld County, whose parents remembered the families of
William Bell I, Mrs. Bell penned copious notes reflecting her research.
She wrote a partizl family hictary of her husband's family line, z:.! all of
these valuable recoras have been made available by S. Lewis Bell of
Chester, South Carolina, son of the late John Montgomery Bell, Freguent .

references will be made to the '"Notes of Lula W, Bell", to whom the Bell
familics are deeply indebted.

-



CHAPTER I

_THE. SECOND MIGRATION

Perhape at the breal: of .(l:zwn that late Cctober or early November
day, 1767, William Reed, Master of the Erigantine Chichester, and his crew
were readying the vessel to take on {ts cargo of more than one hundred
forty-ucvcn' passengers, their personal ¢ffeccts and supplies to sustain them
on a vaoyage to America - destined to Charles Town in the ‘Colony of South
Carolina,

There were, in all, twenty-three family units and a few singles
assembled on the dock that morning, with personal belongings at their sides.
They doubtless had sold most of whatover they owned, for they would noed
funde to sustain themselves in the Colony during the approaching winter
manths. They had come that day to Belfast {rom the tenant farms of County
Antrim, to which their forefathers had migrated from Scotland as yearnan
farmara, to pit their flinty Presbyterianism against Irish Popery. They
kad dug into the Ir{ish soil so brickly that scon thelr cattle and wool were ’
undercutting thelr Enplich landlords; and the British Government, which
bad paternally sponsored their migration, turned on them with a serics
of prohibitive tariffs. Alonn wit;))thc native Irish, they sank into hopeleso
misery. [i] )

William Ilell I, aged 41, whose fomilly included his wife Isabell,
apecd 40, whose farrily surname is not known, and their children,

Zlzabeth, aged 20; John, apged 17; William, aped 16; and Mary, aged 5
vears [2], had watched, perbops with more then passing interest, the
wigration te the Coloaier in America, Thousznds had miprated to
Pernsylvania, mneny of them as indentured seyvants, while othevs had
little else than enoujk racney to pay their passage. While limited lard

arants in the backcountry had been available to the carlier immliorants,

-

1] Sauti. Carolinn Snanle of Vride and Proscot, Viillizes Nrancic Guirs,
L,
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" CHAPTER Il ~ LR

CHARLES TOWN.TO LITTLE RIVER i

On January 5, 1768, the Clerk of the CouncilA at Charles Town

went aboard ship and administered the cath of allegiance to those of the
passengers who were of age. So-also cn that date, a Petition was addressed
to the Council on behalf of the new citizens of the Colony for allowance of
the Bounty, under the Act of The General Assembly passed July 25, 1761,
Their Petjtlor. was approved and it was uOrdered that the Public Treasurer
do pay the Eounty of Four Pounds éterl&ng and Two Pounds Sterling accord;-
ing to their respective ageg to Messrs Torrans and Pouag in consideration
of their passage and the remaining Twenty Shillings Sterling to themselves
agrecable to the directions of said Act." (1]

On the same date, the Council Approved e Petition for Warrants of
Survey oa the Bounty, including the request of William Bell fc;r 200 acres,
that allotted to him and to his wife Isabell, and 100 acres cach for “E.‘lizabeth.
John and William, Jr. Daughter Mary, aged §, was not entitled to an
allotment of land. [2]

It would be May 13, 1768, ‘bef\ore william Bell I ac‘tually received
his deed of conveyance fromr King George III to 200 acres of land on 2
branch of Little River, called Ellis Branch in Craven County, now Falrfield
County. South Carolina. Conditions of th’e deed waived the payment of Quit
Rents for‘u period of ten years. It described the Jand ag a "plantation”

P .
bounded northeastward, part on land laid out to Stephan Ellis, on all other
sides by vacant land. A further condition of the Grant was such that the o
land should be cleated anc cultivate @ at the rate of three acres for every
hundred acrec each year. [3] And '\t-v.'-ae on the same date that Tlizabeth
received her deed to 100 acres on Cedar Creek, and John his deec to
(1] Council Journal 34, pagee 1-10, Meeting January 5, 176%,

Protestant Immigrants to South Carolina 1762-1773-Kevill, pages 93-95,
n. On this Petition were the names: \.illiam Bell, age JIL; 1sabell Bell,

age 40; Elizabeth Rell, are 20; John Bell, arc 17; William Bell, afe 16;

ory Bell, ace &,
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100 acres on Crooked Run Branch of Little River.. Wilua'rr;. 5:.: would not
receive his deed to 100 acres on Crooked Run Branch untfl S;:pt;mb'er 1, 1768,
V'hile these tracts of land are not contiguous, they are all in the ‘aan;e‘.»"
general area,

Business with the government having been attended to, there now
remained the very important task of Preparing for the journey to the back-
country, which included the purchase of basgic items of food, a musket,
hand tools, such as the hoe, rake, mattock, axe to fell the timber, aﬁd a
froe to square the logs with which to build a cabin, It may Rave been that
they were permitted to bring with them from their homes in Ireland such
items as bedding and small hand farm tools. But whatever purchases
William Bell I would make as he and his family visited the stores and
shops along Meeting Street would be measured by the amount of money in
his pocket. We are only certain that he had one hundred twenty Shillings
Sterling, the balance of the Bounty payment after paying passage for the
family,

It is only from fragmentary records relating to earlier immigranis
that we are able to glean some idea of how the Colony handled the settle -
ment of the immigrants on their lands in the backcountry, and what they
would take with them for sustenance until such time as they might harvest
a crop, For exax:nple. in 1764, agroué of French Protestants arrived at
Charles Town under the auspices c&l\tre King of England, and "His Majesty
thought it adviszble that they should bn;'Established in his Province of
South Carolina where from their knowledge of the Culture of Sill: and Vines
it is hoped they may be particularly Usefull to the Colony and to the Publick
and the Lords Commiss'rs of his Majestys Treasury having accordingly
enter'd into an agreement with Mr, Alexander McNutt for the passage of

these people to Charles Town it will be your duty immediately on arriv:l

[2) 1biQ, psqee 95-94.

[3] Department Archives & History, Columbkia, South Carolina,



to give thern every Countenance Support and Prote.ctioﬁ,in yc_)ulr. poweér, _", [4]\
¥or the subsicience of these French P‘rotes'iants it”waé-proviéezd:w ’
vl M. flour 1! quart indian corn each pr. diem' and 'l steer pr; week among
the whole " (apuroximately 124 persong) 'l corn’ mi’ll‘ salt . &ca.' In addition
they were allowed '"20 bushels of salt," a "C.a'noes“ and "hooks ana lines, "
Since the French Colony had arrived late in April, 1: was considered too
late for them to go onto their allotted Lands and put in crops for the ensuing
winter, and it was sugpested they go to Fort Lyttleton near the coast where
ground was already cleared and plant some ''corn " potatoes pumpkins pcas
&ca." [5] . .

Geographically, the Colony was aivided into the Low Country and
the Piedmont, the Low Country extending some one hundred milee inland.
Along the coast it consisted of éwamps. sand and pine barreas, and along
its rivers and streams werc soil and water sultable for rice plantatlon;.

It was an area highly developed, with elegant and statuly plantation mansions
and more than one hundred thousand African slaves in its midst, Elsewhere
in the Low Country were waste lands, sgarsely settled, and used primarily
to graze cattle., Then came the higher lands of the Piedmont, with its many
rivers, creeks and streams, where the soil was fertile and coverad by
foreots of white oak, hickory and pine.

The Colony had settled earlier iromigrante along the fall line from
the Province boundarics on the north and thence to the south. This was the
line generally followed by the wa;?hrains irora Pennsylvania, commonly
known a€ the "Great Yhilacelphia Vraggon Road.' The road from Charles
Town to the west intersectes with the Great Road at the comr;‘-unity of Pine
Tree {Camden) or Fine Tree Hill, as it wot sotnetimes called. PuxTree
was a trading post to whicis the peopur vrought their proaucts for sale, and

where they, for the most part, purghased supplies. Some threc thousand

{4] Protestant lImmigrants to South Carolina 176€3-1773-Nevill, page 17,

[5]) tuid, pages 23-24.
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1umbering four-ho'rbe w.;gons crosse;u the ferries near Charleu ’l‘own ea.;:h
year. loadeo with: products of tha backcount;y. (6]

. The officials of the Colony appear to have':‘acted expeditiously to move
this group by wagon to their proportxes in the backcountry. Already the
SUTVEYOrs wore on the scene laying out the land; for on January 20, 1768,
the Plat to Willlam Bell's 200 acres was :;ecbrdéd in the Office of the
Survéyor General. [7]

Perhaps the best extant history of ine South Carolina irontier at the
time of ¥illiarn Bell's arrival i;x the journal kept by Reverend Charles
VWoodmason, Anglican minister, who, newly ordained, feft the culture and
wealth of Charles Town September 12, 1766, to minister in the backcountry.
He travelled horseback more t‘han three thousand miles each year of his
ministery, {romn settlemen‘ to scttlement, marrying, bapticing 'and cajoling
the pecple, who were, for the most part, of every religious faith or sect,
except Catholic. |8])

W oodmason arrived at Plne Tree, his headquarters, on September 16,
1766. A journal entry oi the 28th notes: "Not a house to be hir'd - Nor even
a single Roon: on all this River to be rented, fit to put my Head or Goods in -
The Pcople all new Settlers, extreeraly poor - Live in Logg Cabbins like hogs -
and their Living and Behaviour as rude or more so than Savages. Extreemly
embarrassed how to subsict. Took up "x'ny Quarters in a Tavern -~ and
exposed to the Ruceness of the Mobb, Pcopie contirually drunk." [$]

Apain at f’ine Tree, c::x Decemoer 41, he "Officiated in the Meeting

House. By influence of the Chief Justice, had a Congregation, and preach'd

[#] Sellers, Charlesten Business, pages 34-35,

[7] "Pursuant to a precept fromy Egerton Leigh, Esquire, Surveyor General,
Leavin: date the Sth day of Junuary, 1769, I heve admeasured and laid out
to William Bell a vlantation or tract of land containing 200 acree situate

lying and being in Craven Couaty on a Liranch of Littie Rives called
Elis's branch bounding . E. part on land laid out to the szid Stephen
Ellis and on anather by vazcanx land anc hath such shape form and markes
as appears Ly the zbove plat, Certified on vhe 20il. day of January 1768,
Per Ralph Hursphrey NS, " Lepartmoent Archives & History, Columblia

"] The Carolina NDackeovatry - Hooker, (Introductien, pare xi)

] hid, pive 7.
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in the A fternoon. Found the School Room that was intended for me,
turn'd by the Tavern Kecper into a Stable. Only 3 Boys offer'd, out of
2 or 300 that run wild here like Indians - But as their Parents are Irish

.

Presbyteriany,. they rather chuse to let them run thus wild, than to have
them instructed in the Principles of Religion by & Minister of the: ‘Church
of England.* [10]
' In January, 1767, Woodmauson, returaing from Lynch's Creel,
where he preached to a “'great multitude" of people who he sa..ys “"complained
of being caten up by Itinerant Teachers, Preachers, and Imposters from
New England and Pennsylvania - Baptists, New Lights, P‘resbyterians.
Independants, and a hundred other Sects ¥ ¥ *," poted in his journal,
"I was almost tir'd in baptizing of Children - and laid my Self down for the
Night frozen with Cold - without the least Refreshment - no Eggs; Butter,
Flour, Milk, or anything but fat rusty Bacon, and fair Water, with Indien
Corn Bread, Viands I had never before seen or tasted." [ll]
In February, the journal records, "From the lower part of Lynch's
Creek I proceeded to the upper - and from the Greater to the Lesser; The
Vreather was exceeding Cold and piercing - And these people live in open
Logg Cabbins with hardly a Blanket to cover them, or Cloathing to cover
their Nakedness. I endur'd Great Hardships, and my Horse more than his
Rider - they having no fodder, nor Grain of Corn to spare. " [12] From
Hanging Rock Creek he went "'upwards to Cane Creek where I had wrote
the Church People {or to asseﬂ‘l'e - But when I came I found that all my
letters and Advertizeirents had been intercepted, I trac'd them into the
hands cf one John Gaston, an Irish Pr_esbyterian Justice of Peace on Fishing
Creek, on other side of River * * *. Here came Deputies from Camp Creek
fio] Ibid, pzac 1. ‘
n. At this period in time there were no churches in the backcountry.
Yet in almest every settlement thare wae 2 lon Mecting House used
primarily for religlous purposes.
{11] 1bid, page 13,
[12] Tvid, mace MG,

ne Hanvin- Faoads 2 bu
.

Little Lynch's Dliver,

ired fout cliff ovarhanginy the braznal of

=fwether Lunanec. of South Cerolinc, page 12¢€,
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and Cedar Creek two adjoining Settlements - and Indeed, I was glad'to get -

away from tnis starved g;lace, where have lived all this Veek on & li'f.tle"
,‘;ﬂlk and Indian Corn Meal, without any other Suntcmﬁcc I;ut‘CA:old' ‘V.*a{fé} -
and Lardly aay Fire to warm me tho the Scaeon bitter Cold indeed, Wood
it exceeding plenty (for the Country is a forest and Vilderness) but the
people are so very lazy, that they'l sit for Hours hpvering over a few
embers, and will not turn out to cut a Stick of Wood. " (13}

Having ended the first year of his minletry in the backcountry,
Reverand Woodmason took account of conditions in general: 'But the
people wearied out with being expos'd to the Depredations 2£ Robbers -

Set down here just as a Barrier between the Rich Planters and the Indians,
to secure the former against the Latter - Without Laws or Government
Churches Schools or Ministers - No Police established - and all property
quite insecure - Merchants as fearful to venture their Goods as Ministers
their persons. The Lands, tho the finest in the Provincee unnocupied, and
Rich Men afraid to set Slaves to work to clear them, lest they should become
a Prey to the Banditti - No Regard had to the numberless petitions and .
Complaints of the people * ¥ ¥, 4}

It was October, 1767, that Woodmason found his way to the general
area where the Bells would make their hom the following January. In his
journal on the 3lst of that month he wrote/:. "I was conducted over the
Wateree River (across the V'ild Woods where had never before been) to
Little River, wherel ofﬁcimcw 31st. to about 300 Persons. Here a
large body of People met me -1 baptized several Adults, and of them
3 or 4 Quakere, who conformed to the Church,” [15]

It was April, 1768 - the William Bell I family Vha.d arrived in January -
that Reverand Woodrmaue : returned to Little River, and frons his pen, we

-

are able, in some measurc, to know now what it was like 22 epring

[13] 1bid, pages 16-17,
(14] 1bid, pane 27,

[i%) Iuie, pape 20
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aporoached, following a winter of bitter cold, lFbi' he sald, ".P'rocce,ded
on my journsy upwards - and on the 10th zave eerr.‘ﬁon.tc the Con;i;;;:gat-io#.
at Little River -1 found the Scarcity of Provisions here, gre?ter .tban on
other side of the River, and not a Bushel of Corn to be had f;ar money -
Nor Necessaries of any Kinds and the poor people almost starving - I was
auppli_ed with Bacon and Eggs - but having liv'd a fortnight on this my Stomack
became quite sick - No Bread, Butter, Milk ér anything else to be had." [16]
And finally, we note the observation of Woodmeson in late May,
1763: “In &ll these Excursions, I am obliged to carry my qwn Necessaries
with me - Ag Bisket - Cheese - A Pint of Rum - Some Sugar - Chocolate -
Tea - or Coffee ~ Vith Cups Knife Spom Plate Towels and Linen, So that
1 go alway (s} heavy loaded like a Trooper, IfI did not, I should starve,
Never will I be oui again from home for & Month together to take the chance
of things - As in many places they have nought but a2 Gourd tc drink out of
Not a Plate Knive or Spoon, a Glass Cup or anything - It is well if they can
get some Body Linen, and some have not even that. They are so burthen'd
with Young Children, that the Women cannot attend both House and Field -.
And many live by Hunting, and Killing of Deer - There's not a Cabbin but
bas 10 or 12 young Children in it. When the Boys are 18 and the Girls 14
they marry - go that in many Cabbin s You will see 10 or 15 Childrea.
Children and Grand Children of one Size - and the mother looking as Young
as the Daughter. Yet these Pooh&eople enjoy good Health; and are
generally cut off by Endemic or Epidemic Disorders, wkich when they

happen, makes Great Havock among themn, ' M17]

[15] Tiis, page 3.

[17] 1vid, paye 3%,

.



‘.THA":"TER I

THE SOCIAL REVOLUTISH: ~ ©

. . -

Bro2d River, flowing coutherly '&10:11; t'}..c western boundaries of
Chusier andd 2-‘u..irﬁelc’. 2istricts, was known l;y' the Indians 2s "Eswaw
Huppeedaw, ' which is saiid to have Jivided the Empires of the Cherokees
and ihe Catawbas, A few miles to lh-e east, and {lowing aouthward from
its Lheadwaters in Chester District, is Little River, Between thesc two
stream.s lies a high ridge, and it waa at the southermrost roint on this
ridge in Fairfield District, that the Bells rrade their firct h’olme.

Circumetancee v.ould have dictated that they ¢leav and prepare for

cultlvation ar much ground as possible between mid-January and April, 1768, -

on v:hich to plant Indian corn, peas, znd other vegetables. Deer was olenti-
ful and so, ioo, fish in the streams about. It probably was Isabell,
Elixabeth 2nd Mury whe tended the crop while Villiam I and his two s0NG,
John and William, Jr., felled trees rad squared and notched the logs as they
began constructicn of a cabln.

None of the beneficiaries of the Land Bounty were in a position to
make all of their land sroductive, Many exckanzed or swapped for another
eite. Others traded land for foad, livestock, or iools und farm {miplements.
John and itiiliar:, Jr. may hzve traded or sold their grants, as Both of them
soon purchased other land - John, the 100 acre tract udjoining his father's

np o ™

land {ron Stephen £1lis. )

William Bell I was niore fortunate than rmany of his fcllow settlcrs,
for caly a few miles rortt on the ridge from where hic cabin woald riac,
wias cozy Zelll, who had made his home 'l'x;war 41 Creck ginee 1756, In
John't family were hic wife, whose Christian nmne is unlinovn; three sons,
Jolm, Jro, williter 2od Thervas; and two daughters, Jenny Craig and

M . voa ¥
Marpasai,  [2] John L'eti 1l would have hud the toole, oguiproont, an

[1} =. Refersnce ta thiz éeed of Fenruary 8, 1774 jr found in ¢ dsed from

Jehn Bell, dated Noveraber 4, 1773, )Jacd Goeolt A, pase 404, Fairfield
Nearnril,

CC»':'A",’. Loty Maralin-

2] Lact Vill and Testarmey: Thomas bell, oon of Jolm Dell I,
Department Archives & Hicstory, Columbiz, South Carolina.
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at lezst some livestock to help Villiam I m' ertabhehed

But there were othrzr prohlemcs than s‘lnrply rarv‘n« 3 Iivl'! ;008 from
a wilderness of virgin timber. The ba.ckmnntry was undergoing a gocial. s
revolution. Along the banks of the V.nteree. Santee. Congeree, Peedee,
Saluda and Broad Rivers and thelr tributary strea. g, mora than 50, 000
- _oettle;z:a now lived in’ lo" cabine on small clearings of land, Between
4,000 and 5, 000 of them had come directly from Northern Ireland, but the
great majority came by way of Penneylvania. Among this latter group
were many destitutes, crlmmals secking a pluce of refuge, and many with
the most remote religlous background, if any at all, i: great many of them
w;re a generation removed from the skilled tillers of the soil in Northern
Ireland and were without ‘the skills necessary to sustzin themselves in the
wilds. . And there were others - a generation of natives whoee parents hzad
settled along the Wateree River in the 175C's, many of them orphaned at
an early age.

It was inevitable then that the need for government would be felt
immmediately with the impact of such a sudden migration of people to the
arca. In each Parish there were justices of the peace and constables, but
this court had limited jurisdiction of civil and criminal matters, There
were sheriffs' deputies also, but they were established to serve warrants
and process from the court in Charle; Town where all mujor civil and
criminal trials were held. Dut If one obtained a warrant churging another
with 2 crime, the cost of t::we'l and sending witnesses to Charles Town
waa prohibitive, And thus, for all practical purposes, judicial process
in the backcountry was neaningless.

According to law, the ri{;htt fo vot: was secured, but the great
distznce botween the sattloxs and the aczve st Anplicen Chaepel where the

-

ballots were casi. nreveule Mhere from exerciring the eight of eaffraze.
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So also were the Parish boundries so loosely defined, th.:\t.V'few p(':or;le "

* !me;\{ in which Parish they were to vote, And even had they '!;een able.'to
exercise the right of sufferage, their votes woulé khave been n'.eanin;;-le.ss
without the creaticn of acditionzl Parishes to which could be elected
reorvsentatives to the Commons House, [3] .

S0 it was in this vast unpoliced wilderress that Landa of rogues,
thieves, looters and rapists traversad the land, stealing livestoclk,
ravaging young woinen and, in somu instances, stcaling them away from
their homes, *

In 1776 the inhavitants of the Congerze, Ninety-Six, Salada River,
Broad River, anéd placee adjzcent, cetitioned the Assembly in Charles
Town, listing their problem‘sr "They were without representation in the
Assembly; Indians and lawlecs whites caused hardship; their produce could
reach market by land czrriage orly,'" aad "they had neither churches or
schools.”™ Bur thic ané other petitione to the Asserbly accomplished
nothisg since it would nut cnact remedial lavws, znd the thieves established
a reign of terror that was uninterzupted until 1767. Describiag the plight
of the honest scttler, the Neveraad Woodniason wrote: "Our large stocks
of catile or either stollen or destroyid, Dur cowpens are “roke up - 2nd
all our vzluable forser 2re carried off. ".HouseE have been burn'd by these
ropgues, 2ad famlies are striop'd and turued naled into the weods - stores
have been broken open and rifl'd By them (wherefron: several traders are
zhsolutely ruine 1) Privaice houres have been plundered; znd the inhabitanes
woantanly tovtured in the Jadian wanngr {or to he made to confevs where
they secreted theis eficets from ;nllzndé.-z". Married women have been
ravished, virgins de-flovwerad, and other uakeard of arueltice comimitted

by thesa barbarious ruffizig.” 4] .

f3] The Carolina Backcountry - Hooker, papes 215-212,

[4) 1bid, paqe 170,

= {5



In the spring of 1767, the sottlers began to 5t~r'1k; ba‘ck._ Familles
and neighbors confederated to reslst the outlav-/s: At the outset, they acted
only in defense of their homes and famlliea and'without defiance of the
government, but the picture soon changed, On’ October 5, 1767, Governor
Montague informed the Council that sattlera‘betweex; Santee and Wateree
Rivers had assembled and in a ''rioting manner had gone up and down the
country commiting riot and disturbances and they had burnt the houses of
some people who were reported to be harboures of horse thieves and talk
of coming to Charles Town to make B‘ome complaints. ', (5]

The Regulator Movement had begun. Governor Montague, on
November 5, 1767, appeared before the Council and Assembly and asked for
legislation to suppress the Regulators, But, on November 7, "The
Remonstrance, " a long and eloquent protest and petition written by the
Reverand Woodmason and signed by four Wateree planters, in the name of
4000 settlers, was presented to the Asgsembly, This document contained
the fullest account of backcountry. grievances and was backed by the threat
of backcountry invasion of Charles Town unless a redress of the grievances
was forthcoming., Within four davs of the presentation of "The Remonstrance, "'
an Assembly Committee reported favorably on a Court System, a Vagrancy
Act, and two Compani es of Soldiers to, suppress and prevent disturbances.
[6] But the apparent victory for the backcountry people was to be short-
lived, The Governor found it;\g.cessary to appoint leading Regulators as
officers of the two companies of soldiers. The troops were commissioned
as Rangers and began three months' pursuit of the outlaw bands. However,
the Regulators were incensed to discover that the Court Eill, which Governor
Montague signed April 12, 1768, failed to provide for county, as well as

cifcult courts; and worse, the fesembly had inserted provisions in the Act

{5] 1Ibid, page 171,

[6] Ibid, pages 172-173.
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w hich made disallowance by the Crown almost certain,

Thomas Bell, who came to the backcountry eariier,.is i:et:‘o;'ded _ .
. »”

e

as having taken an active part in the ques.t for the estabiishment of civil . Lev

government. '"Well aware that the Act of 17(;8"VJould be set aside ;n |
England, Thomas Bell, \’fillian? Calhoun, Patrick Calhoun and Andrew
Willlamson, for themselves and other upcountry settlers, .presented in
July, 1768, a second major protest to the Assembly, condemning it for
the useless enactment of a law which would certainly be annulled in
London, and insisting that additional Parishes sending members to the
Commons House be organized. " [7]) s

Notwithstanding the passage of the Court Act, the authorities con-
tinued to arrest Regulators for their acts. A Regulator victim, John
Harvey, stated that in September, 1769, he was chained to a sapling and
whipped for an hour. Fifty different Regulators gave him 'ten stripes
each until he had received 500 in all, " [8]

As an outgrowth of the continued arrests of Regulators, "men of
property" from as far away as the Peedee River met at the Congaree and
unanimously adopted a plan of regulation, By this plan, not only were
evil doers to be purged, but the Charles Town court was to be denied
jurisdiction over the backcountry of the Province. Judicial process
originating in pharles Town would be served only "where, and against
whom" the Regulators thought proper. Now the government was faced
with acquiescing in rebellion or%posing it, and serious clashes followed,
There was great anxiety among the coactal planters, as rumors and stories
came {rom: the backcountry in August and September, 1768. It was reported.
from Camden that 2500 or 3000 Regulators planned to'go to Charles Town,
while a like number would "hold themselves in readincse, in case they

y

should be wanted." (9]

[7] History of tie South - Alden. Vol. 3, page 150,
[¢] The Carclina Packeouniry - llselior, piae 175, n, 40,

[¢] 1o, pans 17c,
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Finally, the Regulators determined ta a‘zppenl for aid to the King L
and Parliament. This threat may or may not have been the turning point;
but Governor Montague, after making a hurried tour into the backcountry,
in late June, 1769, urged the new Assembly to pass the Circuit Court Act,
The Governor sailed for England in 1769, taking with him the newly enacted
law for Royal approval. In De.cembcr. 1769, news arrived that the Crown
had approved the Act, It was not until late May, 1772, that the Act was
declared in effect and the courts did not open until November, Ironically,
this event which met the greatest single demand of thg Regulat'ors took
Place after Reverand Woodmason had become ill and discouraged and had
left the Province, He had preached, harangued and cajoled with the back-
country people for six long years in an effort to convert them to the
Anglican faith, In this, he had failed, yet the Reverand .Woodmaaon had
been the champion of the people in their pursuit of political equality. It

is likely that he, more than anyone else, was responsible for achieving

that goal. [10]

[20] 1tig, pames 183-154.



CHAPTER 1V ST

BELL - MONTGONERY UNION

Althoupgh some descendants of Willlam Bell I have held to the belief
that the Beil and the Hugh Montgomery families came.to this country on the
same vessel and that William, Jr. and Ann Montgomery ‘were playmates
on that trip [1]; the fact is, however, that no Montgomery name appears
on the passenger list of the Brigantine Chichester [2].

Old land titles place a Hugh Montgomery at Rocky Creek in Chester

District on or before September 18, 1765. [30 Just as Johm Bell I was the

pioneer Bell in Fairfield District, Hugh Montgomery seems to be the Montgomery

pioneer in Chester District. It is likely that some of his children joined him
in later years. On June 22, 1767, a large group of Protestants arrived in
Charles Town on the Ship Nancy, and among the passengers were Mary
Montgomery, aged 50; John, aged 17; l::llzabeth, aged 15; George, aged 13;
and James, aged 12, [4]

On the Ship Hillsborough, that arrived February427. 1767, were
John Montgomery; Rachel, aged 30; Samuel, aged 13; and William, apged 12,
[S] And, on January 6, 178, the Ship Lord Dunluce dropped anchor in
Charles Town with several hundred passengers, including their spiritual
leader, Reverand William Mart(y)n. So alsg, among this group were several
Montgomerys. David, with his family who were not named, received a
grant to 350 acres on Rocky Creek’*‘h;_Chcster District. Hugh Montgomery,
who came without a family, received a grant to 100 acres in Fairfield District.
[6] Most of these new scttlers, including their minister, received grants
to land in the Rocky Creek area of Chester District. And among them, for

certain, were some of the ldn and probably the children of I-Iugh\ Montgomery I.

[1] r. Notes of Eula W. Bell, B

(2] Protestzai Immigrants to South Carolina 1763-1773-Revill, pages 93-95.
. [3] Peed Book V, page 193, Chester County, South Carolina Records.

{] ¥rotestant Irmmirranc: to South Carolin: 1762-1773-1 cvill, p:zva.:; T4-76,
%] ILiC, mames GG,

[€] 1Ibie, pgec 121-124, .
- /7 -
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It is likely the Bell and Montgomery families were neighbors back

in Ballymena, Ireland. And it's almost a certainty they would have renewed

that acquaintanceship at the meeting house-at Rocky Creek where the Reverand. .-

Martin preached each Sunday. Scotch-Irish Pre sbyteria.ma had llteralfy
settled in every part of the backcountry; but the Reverand William Martin
was the only Covenanter rninln.ter and his church attracted large ¢rowds on
Sunc;.aye, coming fron: great distances. If there were enough horses to
accomodate them, whole families would come to attend religious services,

For an early view of the Rocky Creek Community, where the family
of Hugh Montgomery I, including a daughter, Ann, resided, we turnto a
“"Historical Sketch" found in a ""Reprint of the Retorme(; Presbyterian
Covenanter" of 1875: "This settlement was composed of a congregation of
recent immigrants from the north of Ireland, commonly called Scotch-
Irish, They had come to America about the year 1773, accompanied by
their pastor, the Rev. Wm. Martin. Here in the summer of 1773, the
p.ious Covenanter might be scen, from day to day, felling trees and clear-
ing a space of ground, on which they reared a large log church, many of'
them living in tents 2t home, till a2 place was provided in which they could
assemble for religious service., Such was the condition of the Covenanters,
whe had left their native Ireland for the religious liberty found in the wilds.
During seven years after their eettlemgnf in the woods, they enjoyed a life
in which nc;thlng of earthly comfort wa's wanting. ‘Every Sabbath morning
the parents in their Sabhathw clothes, with their neatly-dressed and well
bekaved little ones, might be seen at the log meeting house, their pocket
Bibles containing tre old psalms in their hands; they would follow the
preacher in all of the pzssages of Scripture cited by hiin as he commented
on the text, Their simple, truthful piety caused tif\e wilderness to rejoice.
It was always insisteé on &5 a point of duty among the Cov’enanters that

chiléren ghould be brousht to church with their parents. The little ones



sat between the elders, that they might be kept quiet during divine” s<e.;‘vit‘:e..
and be ready at the appointed time for the Catechism. The ntriéaf-dcpbrt: |
ment and plety of this pecople had already done much to change the cua{oma
formerly prevalent - men and women who use;l to huat or fish on the Sabbath
now went regularly to meeting, and some notorious ones, whose misconduct
had been a nuisance to the community, left the neighborhood,"

Eula W, Bell, in 1928, interviewed Miss Janie Hutchinson, then
sceventy-two years of age, and whose mother had related to her bits of Bell
and Montgomery history. Based on that interview, she p{:nned the following
historical note: ''Some light has been thrown upon the Hugh Montgomery
line by the recollections of Miss Janie Hutchinson of Monaticello, S. C., a
quaint little person of seventy-two years (1928) who lives mostly in the past.
Her stories are handed down from her inother who also must ha;m had a
remarkable memory. This Miss Hutchinson's mother was a caughter of
Robert McCullock, who married in County Antrim Ireland, one Ann
Montgomery, then later immigrated to America, landing at Charleston, .
S.C., Januaryl, 1823, This Ann Montgomery was a daughter of Thomas
Montgomery, who in 1779, was hanged by the Catholics from a limb of
'‘the great oak' at Bally Mena, County Antrim. Miss Hutchinson thinks
perhaps 'the great oak' was as much as a hundred yards from the forks of
the road!‘ ‘Tl;omas Montgomery with his last breath 'denounced the Pope of
Rome and swore allegiance to &“.one and true living God.' This Thomas
Montgomery was in all probability the brother of IHugh Montgomery I,
father of Ann Montgomery, wife of William Bell II, since Ann Montgomery .
McCullock, daughter of Thomas Montgomery of Bally Mena, County Antrim,
Ireland, was first cousin of Ann Montgo'mery (wife of VWilliam Bell 1I),
daughter of Hugh Montgomery who had come to South Carolina about 1760.

Robert McCullock and his wife spent their first year in America at Cannon's

U - IR
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Creek in Newberry County, S.C., and then moved wo Wm, Aﬁg‘l}.q ’at
Monticello, and it is tc be remembered that the wife of Robert McCullock .
+ and the wife of Wm, Bell II, both named Ann Montzomery, We.i;é first
couging, #* % % Miss Hutchinson said the Montgomerys weﬁt to church
in Bally Mena. Her hatred of the Catholics who hanged her Great grand-
father. Thomas Montgomery i8 still a burning fire in her heart.”" [7]
It was likely at preaching - at the Rocky Creek meeting house -
that summer of 1773.‘33 William Bell, Jr. turned 2], and Ann Montgomery,
18, that their courtship began., They were married, surely by the Reverand
Willlam Martin, in 1774; and Willlam Bell I, as a gifs, cc‘mveyed to his son

100 acres of the plantation on Ellis' Branch of Little River. [8)

[7] Notes of Eula W, Bell,

[f] n. The gift of land to Willian: Dlell, Jr. is referred to in a deed of a
' ater drte. Yeed Took i, pars T4, Neeorde of Teoirficld County,
Couth Caroling, :
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CHAPTER V | o

.
LOPIAE )

THE WAR YEARS '

Genealogical sourcés provide scant information 'onrthe famsily of
William Bell I, except {n the case of hLa son‘, W’illlgm Jr., where we are
on firm grd\md. Asg to the eldest son, John, we are left to..speculatlon and
conjecture, As also, with his daughter, Elizabeth. And there appears to
be nothing to be learned of the youngest daughter, Mary. But John Bell may
have married a daughter of Robert Bradford of the Rocky Creek Community
in the Chester District, In the estate of Mr. Bradford, a Jc;hn Bell, |
"referred to as a son-in-law and heir, was the husband of a daughter who
had predeceaced the father., [1]
Again, a John Bell of Craven (Fairfield) District, on November 4,
1778, for 1000 pounds lawful currency, conveyed to William Dantel 100 écren.
originally granted to Stephen Ellis and adjoining that of William Bell, Sr. [2]
Jobn Bell, the son of Willlam I, may have moved to Chester District.
In later years, a John Bell of Little River in Chester District, conveyed
to J_acob Reapsoman of Broad River, 100 acres on Cedar Creek, originally
grar;ted to Elizabeth Bell on May 13, 1768. The deed recites that it was
made by right of heirship from his sister, Elizabeth Bell, who died without
a will, [3]
William Eeu Il and his wife, Ann, were residing on the 100 acre
tract next to the elder Bell, whcn,%l??S. their first child was born -
William III - named for his father and grandfather. f{4] Thus marked the
beginning of what would be a large, fruitful and productive family, assuming
its place in the social, economic, religious and cultural life of a backcountry
people for more than a century. Still in the distant future for William Bell II
[1] n. Rebert Bradford dicd in Chester Diatrict, December 5, 1785,
Sce Chester County, South Carolina Records.
[2[ Deec Book A, pase 409, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.

.

[3] Deed Dook P, pace SC, Fairficld County, Couth Carolinz Record:,
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were such matters of concern as clearing enough land for money crops,

and the establishment of neighborhood schools and churches,

-
o

't

The implementation of civil governfnent in the backcountry was still

in progress, when on July 4, 1776, the Coatinental Con‘gresa declared the

independance of the Colonics with the formal signing of the Derlaration of

Independance. At the outset, the Bells and their'ncighbors were a divided

people. They were reluctant to fight againet some of their neighbors,

neither did they want to be ingrates to the King who had mede their new

homes possible, But in time, when the war would be brought closer to

]

them, they, and most of their neighbore joined with the Continental Forces.

The Revolutionary War had not progressed to the point that people

in the Fairfield District were directly involved and the building of a society

continued. At the home of william II and Ann, came their second child, a

son named James, in the year 1777, the first natural born American citizen

of the William Bell family. [5] A third child, Ann Nancy, was born in

1778 [6] and about 1780, their fourth child, Margaret. [7)

But in 1780, news had reached the backcountry that Sir Henry Clinton,

on May 12 of that year, with the loss of less than 100 men, forced the

American defenders of Charles Town, the ducen City of the South, to

surrender after four months' seige. Sir Henry then sailed back ta New York,

leaving Cornwallis with orders to pacify first South Carolina and then North

Carolina. %

The Americans responded by sending south Horatio Gates, the

Commander who had humbled the British at Saratogz. Cornwellis smashed

Gates' army at Camden, only fifty miles distaince f=ora the Bell nlantation,

on August 16, 1730,

Gorawalliz: moved into Winnsboro, Fairficld District, where he

.
n. Grave maarhker, Cld Birick Clurch, Falriicld County, South Carolina.
n. This is aa cstimite of time of birth of Margaret Bell.

11e

Crive mar.er, ONW Divtek Choreis FFuifiel? Conty, South Carolina.
Fairily Dible. .



pet up winter quarters. Wilanshoro, now tue county seat (District), had a

total of twenty housec in 1788, and wae less thun twenty miles from the Bell
plantation. Among the first uprisings against the Crown in the Little River
area of Fairfield was an affray at Moberly's Meeting House on May 26, 1780.

It is interesting 1o note irom the fragmentary military recoxrds on
file with the Departmnent of Archives & History at Columbia, South Carolina,
an entry reflecting military service of William 8ell Il with the South Carolina
Militia in support of the Continental Forces, beginning on the 8th day of May,
1780, [8] .

Other entries in the militury record of William II reflect he served
from the 28th day of May, 1781, to June 19, 1781, and from July 4, 1782, to
August 11, 1782, These peridds of service were with the South Carolina
Militia under comrmand of Captain Thomas Robins of Colonel Winn's
Regiment, [9]

Back at the plantation, Ann, on July 28, 1781, gave birthtoa third
son, named John, [10] The elder Bell, like his son William I, was aiding
the military effort. Among the fragmentary records relating to William
Bell I, appears A receipt for a gun taken by Colonel Lacey's Militia and

FUCOTH 0" 0t ~btied M (L et 10l LT o
approved by Hugh Montgomery, the; Lon~in-law-ofthe eider-Bell. Another
receipt "ior provisions for 16 men and forage for as many horses.” The
document bears the signature of "Wm, 5, Bell, Sen." And there is 2
third receipt: ‘'Recld of Wm. E}bone bushel & hali of corn for the publich
use by order of Col, Hopkirs by me, ii. Jas. Love, Feb. 11, 1762."
Williaim Bell I was visited again the following cay by the hitlitiz, whea he
wae given this receipt: “heceived af Vvm. Lell rorage for fiftcen norsus
and provisions for as many men.. By order of Col. Hopkins, Rec, by me

James Love, Lieut.' . [11]

[€; Zepuruarent Archiver & Hicvory, Columbin, Scath Caroling.
(o] ibid,
vyt - 1

1307 Jasdn, DL - el DTGl

:!!} Depurtmment Srchive. L oilicrory, Columntud, Cowmin Caroclina,.
-~ .
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Nathanael! Greene, Washington's second in command, arrived in the
south to replace Gates, and soon had Cornwn.lns'marchir;g and counter-
marching through the Carolinas in pursuit of him. With the British,
several things went wrong almost simultaneously. A combined British
and Southern Loyalist force was all but wiped out by American irregulars
(mlliélamen) at the Battle of K{ngs; Mountain in western North Carolina
on October 7, 1780, At Cowpens, South Carolina, Brig. B:anlel Morgan
took on Cornwallis' elite light infantry, under the command of the British
cavalry leader, Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton, and whipped them as totally
as Cornwallis had wrecked G’atea at Camden. American armed bands
(militiamen) under command of Marion and Sumter bedeviled the British
with guerrila warfare, With t'hese defeats and harassments, Southern
Loyalists began to find reasons to avoid the open support they had giv;n
the British eince the fall of Charlestown, and the pressure on the back-

country people lesscned progressively until the wui's end.

"
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CHAPTER VI -

MONTICELLO

On May 15, 17872, William Bell If, for 100 pounds.‘, sold hi:n pl‘ar'liatfon‘-
next to that of hir father, to David Montgomery, [l] It may be that his
mot}‘mr. Isabell, had died and he moved his family info the home with his
father. By this tirme William Bell Il was looking north along the ridge
between Broad and Little Rivers, thinking in terms of a new home, as
planters along the route were talking of a new community where there
would be mercantile establishmente, 'churches and schools.

An ancient man, und;ted, but stained and darkened with age,
delineates the "plan of the village of Monticello," The original map, in
the nnseession of Charles Burley of Monticello (18__ ) contains a memoranda
which reads: "The plan includes fifty eight acres of land, and is situated
on the i‘ldge which divides the waters of Broad ana Little Rivers in the
District of Fairfield, sixteen miles southeast [2] of Winnsboro and thirty
five miles northwest of Columbia, The said fifty eight acres of land is l:cxid
out into sixteen syuares of two acres each; each square containing four
square lots of half un acre ea;:h. The two streets bisecting the village
were named Drayton and Vinn, the former being 160 feet wide and the
latter being 121 'feet wide. The other streets were: Warren, Wooster,
Montgomery, Hayes, Laurens, DeKalb, Carrpbell, and one other name
obliterated." .~

A resident of later years p:f' red this village as: "This spot in the
wilderness of Fairficld {originally an undivided part of Craven County)
was both a challenpe and temptation to these {irst few souls, neither of
which they reristed. They willingly undertook to accomodate themselves

to their strange, new environment - the lusk lands and virgin forest,

fl] Deed Book C, page 211, Fairficld County, South Carolina Records.

[2] n. Reference to "routheast' is obviously in error. Monticello is
! Yy

ty comticenenr o Vinr o,



dripping with promise, were incentive enough. But to-poseecs these
) ' : »7'@""""

treasures and to reap their gold were to be difficn_xlt endcavors., A fxrm
foothold on this new la.nd had to be securad, and ~with-it::! ‘;ccom[;):ishnwent
went scvere hardshlp and grueling labor. Exikte'x‘:ce for them, was
precarious and capricious at bgst. Lifelong habits and the orderly structure
of society w}aich they had known in the old \Q'orld, had to be abandoned and
forgotten, An indoniiteble spirit, sustained by a firm {aith in God, carried
them through several decades of such harsh evistence. Thus did their new
life uniold, and their dream take on the shape and substance of reality." [3]

Eoth Hugh Montgomery Il and Charles Mcentgomery, brothers of
Ann 3ell, mo.vev.l with their families to the Monticello area; and in the year
1784, Willlam Bell II purchased 200 acres on Barton's Branch of Broad River
close by [4], but it iz not likely that he moved onto the oroperty until some
years later.

On October 21, 1784, a son, Charles, was born to William II and
Ann, and a year later on October 20, 1785, another son, Thomas, bringing
to seven the number of their children, Alrcady their eldest child, Willi;m,
wab ten years of age, and the matter of the childrens' education was be-
coming a factor. It is known that among the early scttlers were teachers,
and those who could afford private tutorship took advantage of the
opportunity.‘ But they looked forward to the establishment of a school at
Monticello. And the teligiom}‘u’c of the Bells during this period of tire
was, for the most part, confined to daily Bible reading and prayer in the
korne. .is early as 1762, Jaced Gibson, a Baptist minicter and teacher,
coc;du;t:;;i relipicus services at the (_Ji‘::scm Y4ecting Flovee, both for his
own flock and othe ru. fibout thic same tirtwe, or pr.;rha,n.‘: earlier, two

Sevemth Lay Adventict groups were furmed under the leaderskip of
(3] 4 Yairfizlé Sketchibook - Boling page

.

 Fairfic)d County, South Carolina Records,

[4] Leed Book ___ , page
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Jokn Pearcon, lay preacher. Nearest ic the Bells, i,bWevéXf, was a R
Lutheran group, whose minlster wi's the noied theoloéiaa. John N.ic'hola;
Martin, 3] And there vus the hioberly Meesting Ilouse, begun by Epfsco-
paliane duriag the time of Reverand Woodmason, and used Irequezﬁly by
ministers of other faithz;. Accarding Lo VWoodinaron, Presbyterian
Covenantere woulc sometimes atiend his services, vut never particlpated
in Communion. And, while the Covenanters hac no organized congregation
at this time, the Reverand William Martin of Rocky Creek would at times
visit the area and Lold cervices ;;a.t one of the meeting houses.

L)

But the lack of ministers to serve the Covunanters was attributed
to the disarray of the organization ac 2 resuit of a cefection of three of its
ministers. In a reprint of the Reformed Presbyterian Covenanter of
January, 1875, we are told: “'The cefection of three rministery, Messrs.
Cuthbertoon, Linn and Dobbin, in 1781, left the Tovenanters without the
administraticn of public ordinances. Tkheir condition was very much like
that of their forefathers in Scotland, nearly 4 century before, when Meaege.
Shellds, Linning and Boyd deseried them and went iate the Tstablished
Church. The sume course was [ollowed by themn in this country, that was
taeken by rhe remnant lu Scotland, They not only refused to go with their
miristers in their re:rograde movement, but thay testified againgt them
by refusing to attead their miuistralione:. To hear thern preaching would
be a tacit approval of their course, and a constructive declaration that the

- 3 % R -
prineiplec thut wers comrpromised wers no part of ihe testimony thut the

.
1

witnesges of Chriet are rejuiresd to rmaintzin, Thiy they could not do, huving
professed te by thy witnessing Chuseh thit Jesur Christ her bead has czlled
to bear testimony to the truth of kis regul suthority as 'Wing of Natione. '

"Hev, Martin had come over fror: Ireland and arvived io South

-

5] 1. Joim Nicicias Martin was a stucent of the fumous Reverand
Samvel Davis of Virginia and became a missionary to the Cherokee
ludizne, See foomwole, Carolina Dackeouniry - Hooker, pape 132,




Carolina in 1773. Rut though ha did nat go into ths unlon, yet on aé.éoymt of ..

his remotenese {rom the raain body of people who @eré'ir;“ﬁaétqrn Peg&gyl-
v;mia. little 2id could be '.:::pec;’.ted from him, Rec:\gr{izir:g'.their .covenant
otligaticne to hold fast all the attzinments of the church, sealed"by the
mariyrdem of thovezrds 'who loved not their lives to the death, ' they
dcter::r.ir.cd to 'zc forth by the footsteps of the flock, ' and in the way that
~az £till open to them. miaintain the cause entrusted to them, and pray to
Ged to sond themr pastors after his own heart. Socletier were forrned for
prayer auc religious conference on Sabbaths and week days.* W ¥,

“"Of the labora of Mr. Martin, during the seventecn ycars that he
ministered there alone, we have no record, Unfortunately hiz social habits,
it seerme, led him at times into irregularity of conduvct that impaired his
usefulness. Thae followiny, contzined in a latter from u correspondent in
Chester District, we take the liberty of publishing: 'Mr. Martin was of
revolutionary times. I have heard my parents speak of him often. When
clearing a piece of ground on my plantation some twenty years ago, I found
two trees growing about seven feet apart. There had been a notch out in '
each trze and a board placed between them, resting on the notches. On
each of these trees ! jound a knot that had grown just above the notches, and
extending to within four inches of meeting on the top of the board. I was
tcld by my pare.nts that this was the place there Mr. Martin preached in
the grove, VM:. Wartin was a wgg:: Whig during the Revolution, and I have
heerd 2 great many anecdotes about.hlm. rn

Dut there would soon Le a church - & mirister - 2 high school - and
a more afilueant life fur the family of '\'.‘i!}iam Ii, &5 they prepzarad to move

onto lund near the village of Monticello.
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CHAPTER VII

THE BELL'S CHURCH . . S L i..:

The last record of William Bell I is the deed of ;:onveyance ;nade
by hir to a Mr. Daniel, in the year 1791, to his planéation for 100 guineas.
The elder Bell was 64 years of age and lsabell, his wife, would have been
63, if indeed she was still living.

From the coastal area had come planters of some wealth, to take
advantage of land that was especially suitable for the production of cotton,
rapidly becoming the main money crop. And with them eame slaves to
clear and cultivate the land, but only a few of the immigrant settlers were
financially able at that time to own slaves. And there was yet another
deterrent. The Scotch-Irish Presbyterian Covenanters had always been
bitterly opposed to slavery in any form or character. But it had long been
a way of life in the coastal area, and the younger generation of the immigrants
found themselves yielding their personal view of slavery to the economic
pressures of the times. It is likely that the proceeds of the sale of the
elder Bell's plantation made it posaible for William I to purchase the
first slaves, two Oor three perhaps. Itis interesting to note that the con-
sideration for the sale of the elder Bell's plantation was not United States'
dollar currency, which at that early date in the history of the Republic
was not too stable, but instead was English guineas. The guinea was an
English gold coin fssued !rogbfb63 to 1813, first struck out of gold from
Guinea. In 1717 its value was fixed at 21 shillings, at par $5.11.  [6]

Sometime before the 1790's the Bells and their neighbore associated
themselves together and organized the Little River Presbyterian Church,
which in later years would become known as Ebenezer, and still later as
the Old Brick Church. The {irst structure was 2 log cabin in the vicinity

between Jenkinsville and Monticello, some two miles west of the pre sent:

[6) Deed Book C, page 211, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.
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structure. From the Centennial Histo'r'y of the Reforq:ed Preuby@ei;ian
Church ia an account of the history of the Old Bri;:k-Chu#'qh where the |
iBella and their neighbors worshipped: ! % % * Rev, James Rogers was the
first pastor of the church, as far as we can learn. He wé_s ordained and
installed over the Brick Church, then called .Little River, in connection
with King's Creek, and Cannon's Creek, in Newberry Co., on Feb., 23rd,
1791. Mr. Rogers continued to ‘be pastor until his death Aug, 2lst, 1830.
He is buried at the Brick Church. ‘Rev. James Boyce was the next pastor,
and was installed in 1832, and continued until 1843. Rev. 'l;homaa Ketchin
was pastor from 1844 until 1852, Rev. C. B, Betts was pastor from 1855
until 1869,

“During the pastorates of Revs, Rogers, Boyce, Ketchin, and a part
of the pastorate of Rev, Betts, the Brick Church was a large and flouriahing
congregation. The membership was composed of the wealthy and cultured
planters of the community, and large crowds waited on the gospel at the
Brick Church. Mr, Rogers taught a large high school at Monticello, near-
by, which was attended by pupils from ;nany parte of the state, The Brick
Church was made up of the noble men and women of the Old South. In 1852
the church and graveyard was enclosed with a granite stone wall,

"The deed to the land on which the Brick Church stands shows that
it was conveyed. on June 2, 1793, by Henry Crumpton, to the following per-
sons designated in the deed as nml?crs of this church, viz: Benj. Boyd,
John Martin, Juas. Gray, Chas. Montgomery, John Gray, James Kincaid,
faron Hawthorne, Thomas Lewers, Wm. Bell, Andrew Gray, Wm. Mc-
Morries, Sr., Wm. McMorries, Jr., Daniel Cochran, Collom Forbes,
Hugh Montgomery, Robt. Gray, Wm. Thompson, Wm. Richardson, Robt,
Martin, Alexander Kincaid, James Mantee, Robt, McGill, Wm, Holmes,

a

VVm. Kearnaghan, H. Ronzlds, R. Robertson, Hugh Robertson, Wm.,
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Kennedy, Hy. Horton, S, Richardson, Wm., W;.tt, J. Kemod&.'wmf... ) : ]
*Southwick, and Agnes Calhoun. In addition to Ehéae. we find als; ’t!-mtv |

families of the following names belonged to the church priér to 41791.’ viz:

‘McKermies, Davidson, Turnipseed, and perhaps others. In later times,

we find the additional names as members and some of them officers in

the church: Nelson, Sloan, Robinson, McDowell, Watt, Martin, Player,

Curry and Bell, (emphasis ours)

"Mrs. Hutchinson, a mcrx;ber of the church, who died a few years
ago, said that she remembered hearing her mother and o;hers tell, that
after the crops were laid by, that their fathers and grandfathers would go
to the brickyard, and tramp the mud into mortar with their bare feet, put
it into moulds with their han;isl. carry it out in the sunshine - then burning
the kilns by night and day. And to them it was a labor of love and pleasure.
It took them a long time to get ready to build, but the building was finally
completed in 1788, and it stands today, as strong and solid as at first,
showing that those old men did their work well,

“"The history of this old church has been a noble one. .Prof. McKemie,
of Georgia, whose ancestors for three generations are in the cemetery
around the old Brick Church says: 'That old Brick (urch has been a
6éecd bed from' which transplants have gon;; throughout the South,' After
speaking of the names of the families already mentioned in this sketch, he
saya: 'If I were in the cemeter\;?} could recall many other names whose
generations have carried Presbyterianism from South Carolina to the
Pacific Coast. I recall two ministers, Revs. Joseph and John E. Davidson '
(who were baptized in the Brick Church by Dr. Rogers) who passed their
ministerial lives in North Louisiana. For thirty-five years Joseph David-

son preached more sermons, married and buried more people, than any

minister in North Louisiana. John E. Davidson was a graduate of Princeton,

-
~—-
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and in three years organized six or seven churches in I;éui;q'ian;,'libvut'he
.
“went away' just as his star was mounting. '

"In addition to these, four other ministers bave’ cor;ae from the Brick
Church, viz: Rev, J. B. Watt, Rev. J. A. Sloan, Rev'. John E, Martin,
and Rev. Horace Rabb. There are others perhaps, but we have not been
able ;o get their names.

The old communion servicg. with its waiter, tankard, cups, and
Irish linen, more than a century old, is still in possession of the

L ]
congregation.” [7]

The Reverend James Rogere came to Monticello from County

Monagham, Ireland, and was 2 gracuate of the University of Glasgow.

At the same time the church members were building an edifice in whilch

to worship, they were also contributing to and building a school in which
the Reverend Rogeres would teach their children. An account of this school
is found in "A Fairfiel@ Sketchbook:"

"The Reverend James Rogers, coming to Fairfield from Ireland in
1791, a few years later helped establish here an academy of learning, over
which he presided for twenty-five years. Ruilt from indivicdual contributions
of citizens, it was first known as 'The James Rogere Academy.,' There are
conflicti.ngreéorts as to whether this academy was a school for bo.ys or
airls, or perhaps for both eexw However, the weight of evidence would
establish more or less conclusively that it was at {first a male institution,
but by 1300 was knm-.;n as 'The Morticello Girls School.' Thomas Jefferson:.
whose ideal of an educated citizenry led to the public school system, made
a generous donation to the school through General John Pearson, then a
member of the lecislature, Its name was then changed to ‘The Monticello-

.

Jefferson Academy, ' still later rcports indicate, this school was attended

{7] n. This account was found among the notes of Eula V. Bell

Ry
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by students of both sexes, and enjoyed a sound reputation as a notewérthy .

institution of learning." [8]

.

T,

[8] A Fairfield Sketchbook - Bolia{ page 21l.

n. Alexander Douglass Bell, great-great grendson of William Bell I,
and his wife, Martha Crosby, attended The Monticello-Jefferson
Acadermy in the mid 1850's, as did most of the Bell children in earlier
years.

n. While the bld Brick Church as been designated a historical site,

descendants of members of the congregation assemble there annually
for homecoming and religious services,

e -35-
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CHAPTER VIII S R B

THE OLD BELL PLACE

Sometime between 1784, when William Bell II sold his.pl;mtation to
David Montgomery, and 1789, when his father soid the reméininé 100 acres
of the original grant on Ellis' Branch of Little River, ] Willqiam II moved
with hie family a few miles north in the area of the Vil}age of Monticello.
It might have been to the tract on Barton's Branch of Broad River or to the
tract of 221 acres purchaeed from his cousin, John Bell II, the latter tract
lying and being on Mill Creek. Apgain, he may have moyed at that time to a
tract on Little River near Monticello, where the familles of some of his
descendants continued to live until about 1915,

State Highway 34, running east and west through Fairfield County,

- traverses the old Bell plantation on the west side of Little River. The tract
of land, it is believed, was the eite of the second cowpen in the county,
gettled by a Mr. Howell, [2] about 1750. Before the Revolutionary War
the Winn family lived on the east side of the river and the first bridge over
the stream was known as Vinn's Bridge. [3] In later years, it became
lnown as Bell's Bridge, and the road to Monticello, traversing the Eell
plantation, was known as Bell Bridge Road.

As one drlve.s west from Winnsboro on Highway 34 and over the
bridge at Little River, looking north, pzralleling the river, will be seen

.an avenue of trees and the "?ell Place.' This old home, rich with
tradition, legend and folklore, is featured in MA Fairfie)ld Sketchbook" -
Bolis/ with the artist's penciiled sketch and some of ite folklore and
history:

"The Bell place is one of the older pre-Revolutionary houses in
the county. It occupies the site of onec of the first set.lements or ‘cow-

.-

penz' in the upcountry,

(1] Deed Book C, page 2ll, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records,
(2] A Fairficld Sketehbool: - Bolint’ puse 2.

{3] ILui¢, puge 2.
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(}/ "Originally the Bell Pla %E(}/of more than three thousand

acres of land. The house was bu. xn the 1750'8, ar;d is probably the oldeat

LA, 00t T LT

house in the county that is still in use. The original portl?n conaistgd of
two rooms and a hall on the first and second floors and two partially
finished rooms in the attic. These rooms were floored and ceiled with
wide, heart-pine planks, some of which were hand planed, None of the
lumber was tongued and grooved, In this old portion of the building loop~
holes for sighting and firing on the Indians and holes used as candle holders
are still to be seen in this ploneer house of which the entlr:a framwork is
put together with pegs.

"Many years before the War Between the States the old house was
enlarged and remodeled. A two story, seven room wing was added to the
back of the building and was fronted with a doubled decked porch., During
this time the three big mantels with their astraight panels and beautiful hand
carvings were added. This work was done by highly trained plantation
hands who used only their pocket-knives to carve the intricate designs.

The kitchen was in the yard a distance behind the house.

"The Bells owned many slaves and the quarters for housing them
was about one quarter of a mile from the main dwelling. Across the road
from the pl;mt.ﬁtion house was a large sla,ve cemetery. A few of the marked
graves still may be seen. The &crlptiorm are quite interesting. Near
the burying grounds on a peninsula‘jutting into Little River swamp, is a
large grave. It is evidently a tomb of a person of some consequence.

A heavy granite base supports the tomb yvhich is above the ground and
covered with a heavy slab of granite. This is enclosc;d with a low rock
wall. In recent years this grave has either been desecrated or badly
damaged by ator.ms and floods for the slab now lies half buried beside the
open grave., The wall is broken at;d the massive base has been upset in

several places. Time anc weather seems to have erased all traces of an

e
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inscription, OIl4d timers say that they can remember when the inscription .
was still legible and that this is {he grave of A Winn, probably the Richard :~ ,_
Winn for whom Winneboro {s named. |

"Another story that is told, but is sometimes cbntjradié_:téd. is
about a daughter of the family who eloped with the father's northern born
overseer, The ambitious young; man thought that he would be received as
a mez'nber of the family and of the gentry of the neighborhood and would
live in the 'big house' with his bride and her people. When they returned
to the plantation ke had a rude awakening, They were metsby the master
who horse -whipped the groom and later built a small four room house in
the yard for the couple to occupy. Whether this is truth or legend is not
known, but it is a fact that there wae a four room building near the house
that was removed a few years ago because it was not only useless but a
fire hazard as well as an eyesore.

"The old place ia heavy with tradition and many stories are told
about the old house being haunted. One of these is based on an unfortunate
accident that occurred ™many years ago. Mr. Martin, a Preebyterian
minister, and several other men, were riding up the avenue of trees Jead-
ing to the house. The men were joking and cutting at each other with their
ridlng crops. As the play grew rougher some of them lost their tempveras,
One struck the i:reacher. who dismounted and picked up a rock to throw
at his acsailant, John Bell had adg dismounted and kid behind a tree.

Just as the clergyman threw the rock Mzr. Bell peeped from behind the tree,
The burling stone struck him with full force on the bead and he died soon
after he was brought to the house for treatment. His w‘idow‘continued to
operate the plantation for a time and tken it was leased,

"In the early 1900's the pla'ce was sold by Mra, BDell to James T.
Lemmon who bought the house and z;. one thousand acre tract of land. At

his death the plantation was inherited by his daughter, Mrs, Lambert

Vs 57/07[ L)TTLE
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[4]

Ibid, pages 188-191,

LN
n. The late Mrs. Myrtle Heary Wilkes, a typical Southern, genteel
lady, with the poisc and enthusiasm of a professional guide, related
to a Bell descendant the tradition of hov: the blood of John Bell had
stainen the tloor of the old house and that until the stain was removed
by the passing of time, John's voice could be heard, at times, calling
out to the Reverend Martin, She pulled back the narrow carpet in the
kallway und, pointing to & burned vcar on the floor, said, "This is
where Sherman's troops set fire to the house, bu: the fire was
extinguished by a loyzl slave."

n. John P. Bell, son of Charles, b, November 12, 1830;
married Isabella Hempaill Caldwell, December 8, 1R58;
d. April 10, 1863; Luried Old BErlck Church,

-39~
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Chapter XIII =~
BELLS AND THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

s

Hugh and Martha Bell at Sta.rkvlilie. Mississippl.rec;ived a letter
from their son William of F‘aix;field District, South Carolina, with distressing
news, perhaps of the Secessionist Movement in progress there, Ca Januaryl,
1860, Hugh penned this letter to his son, in reply:

"My dear son and daughter: We received your very welcome favor
a few days ago, but I must say I was somewhat surrprised to read a letter
from Billie, for I thought that he; had forgotten how to write. It filled my
heart with joy when the announcement came that I had a l‘etter from one who
is dear to me. But alasg; it brought sad.knews. Your mother is very much
distressed about you. There is a great deal of excitement here at this time.
Mississippi will secede in # few days. They are making up companies here
to send too Charleston. The times are improving cotton is worth eleven and
a half cents. The are plenty of every thing. We made a sorry corn crop,
but by being economical we will have enough to do us. We made sixty or
seventy bails of cotton, We sold some cotton, eight bails at eight centa._
fifteen at eleven, the balance hand yet. We are preparing to plant another
crop. Margaret Valentine has another fine daughter. William Goyens has
moved to the place he sold Davis. Miller is doing very well, We received
a letter fromi Sallie last week, Tell hex:.that I am very much oblidged too
her for \s;riting. Tell Hugh that I think that he has forgotten us entirely. I
thought that he would write as he promised to do so. John is playing around
the girls very extensively. I think he has a little thought of marrying. I
thought that you would have moved out here, but I have lost all hopes. [
think that you will do a great deal beticx.' here than where you are. The
times are very hard here, but hard as they are negroc are hireing at a big
price. Negro fellows from two hundred and twenty-five too two hundred and

sixty; women from two hundred tod one hundred and {fifty. If you had your
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negros here you could make more bf hireing them out, than you make there, -

I have hired none this year, but ! expec;;o hire, "if § can'get then at their
worth. We made five bails of cotton to the hahd;s. 1 baye written all of the
knews. This leaves us all well. [ must say that Mar;aret has been very
faithful in writing. [ would like that you would write often, and let us hear
the ‘knews. Nothing more. I remain forever your true father. Hugh Bell."
(1]

In Chester District, Robert Brown, son of James Montgomery Bell,
was married to Margaret Ann Bamga on January 12, 1860, Two of his
brothere had already married, Joseph Bigham to Eliza Jane Collins on
November 24, 1851, and John Leray to Charlotte Bagley on February 14,
1856. Charles James was married later to Rachel Bigham, December 19,
1867. [2]

December 20, 1860 - an event that all had expected ~ South Carolina
seceded from the Union, and the State of Mississippl followed on January 9,
1861, March 4, 1861, marked the Inauguration of Abraham Lincoln as
President of the United States, and, on April 8, 1861, Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederacy, called for tweaty thousand volunteers.

Among the descendants of William Bell I, as now known to us,
twenty-five were probably eligible for service with the Confederate Army.
Fourteen.of them resided in Oktibbeha County, Mississippi; six in Fairfield
District; four in Chester Disti’t‘&g and one in the State of North Carolina.
Vie presume that most, if not all, of these saw service during the war.

Official records tell of the service of eome, Bible records and grave

markers of others, and a number of them are unaccounted for. They, perhaps,

gave thelr lives along with those who are known to us to have died in service.
On July 25, 1861, Hugh, son of Willian and Margaret Bell, died.
[1) Letter in posacssion of Marzaret Starnell Kilgore, Columbia, South
Carolina, great granddaughter of V'illiam Bell, son of Hugh.

[2] Family Bible of John Eell.
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On Qctober 15, of that year, Martha M., daughter ot"..'!:‘,'clv}a;'d M'." a;\'a_Mﬁ'i‘iha

'S. Bell, was marﬂed to Archibald J, Hamllton. And her mot}:“e‘x;. Martha S..,
widow of Edward M. Bell, married Reveren;:l' John Hunter on December 10,
1861.

Early in the year, 1862, the Bell men in Fairfield and Chester Districts
were leaving the plantations for Camp Instruction at Columbia, South Carolina,
Perhaps there were no male aduite left at the Bell Community in Fairfield
to manage the plantations and ovérnee the planting of crops. The older men
were all dead, In Chester District the responsibility wc)\;ld rest upon James
Montgomery Bell to care for the families of his four sons. all in the military
service,

From Camp Inatruct.ion. Columbla, John Leroy Bell, son of James
Montgomery Bell, expressed & thought to his wife Charlotte, one likely
shared by all in the service, 'L hope\to get back to you again. This wicked
war can't last long." He expressed other thoughts. too, in his letters that
bave been preserved to be shared with us: [3]

“'South Carolina

Camp Instruction.

Columbia, July 22, 1862
Dear Wife:

1 seat myself this evening to info‘:"m you of our health whl.ch is
tolerable-good at this time. I hope these lines may come to finding you all
well, Charlotte I have wrote you two letters since I came to this place but
I have never received an answer yet -1 do think the time long to hear from
you. ¥ ¥ ¥ They my that we will be tal;en to Virginiz - I would rather not gc;
there if I could help it but if it is Godé will we will come through and get back
to our dear friends again. If we have to go I want to go home to see you all
before we leave, If it were not for you and my dear little children I could

-

get along but you are never out of my mind, # % % I heard that you had a

[3] Original lettere of John Leroy Bell were in the possession of Dora Ann
Dell, daughter of Robert Brown Bell, when copicd by Eula V. Bell,
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’atorm o( wlnd and rnln in. Cheater lnat Thursday night - I want you to glve me .

the news about it - let me know how the crops look -1 would likc to be ‘there

to get some apple pie - we cant get apples they are asking 5 ¢ for 2 apples.
Charlotte you had better dry all the fruit you can for you have no idea how
high and scarce provisions is. Take care of your stock the best you can,

Tell William and your mother that I will write to them soon. Let father see
this - direct your letters to Columbia Camp Instruction in care of Major Gibbs
1 hope you will write to me as soon as this comes to hand, Nothing more but

I remain yours until death.' d

“Sputh Cerolina
Columbia Camp Instruction

Dear wife and little children

I seat myself this morning to inform you of our health which is good
at this time. I hope these lines may come to hand and find you all well,
Dear wife I will inform you that we have to take cars to Virginia this evening
at 4 o'clock - Charlotte I hope you wont take it hard - 1 want y;ou to take it
easy and pray to God for me - If it is Gods will.. for me to come to and get’
back to you and my Dear little children once more - Charlotte you must trust
in God and you will get along some way, * ¥ ¥ Charlotte I will write to you as
soon as I get there and [ hope you will write to me, Nothing more at this
time but I remain your husband till death - may God be with you and bless
yc;u forever. (postscript) Kiss :*n little children for me Fare ye well if

I never meet you on carth ~ I hope to meet you in heaven."

"Richmond, Va.
Hugust 2, 1862,

Dear Vife
I take this opmortunity to inform you ~f my health which is good at this
time. I hope these lines may come to hand and find you all well. We arrived

here about 12 o'clock today - We lefs the Camp of Instruction last “Wedne sday
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evening at ¢- we got to Charlotte Tuesday morning at 3 o'cloicllc and we left
. cL .
Charlotte that evening anc got to Raliegh about sunrise. We got to Weldon
yesterday evening sundown - we had a very uneasy trip the cars was so
crowded - we suffered for water and something to eat - we ‘drew two loaves
of bread in Columbia - and that was all we got un til we got to Weldon and
then we got a half 2 loaf to a man. We have been eating bread and water
since we left Columbia, Charlotte it was hard for me to come through
Chester so nigh home and couldnt get to see you but I hopesto see you all
before long - we are all going to the sixth regiment to the Old Pickens Guard.
This ic a pretty place there are lots of men here - I can see 25 or 30
carriages of artillery now. I would like to hear from you very bad I havent
heard a breath from you since I left Home - I would liks to be there to go to
preaching with you tomorow - they are expecting a battle here cveryv day
but we have to be drilled before we are taken into battle - I havent time to
. give you all the nows at this time - I will give you the news in a few days,
Direct your letters to 6 Regiment Company F in care of Capt. R. A, Craw-
ford - Nothing more at this time but I remain your husband til death. "
“Richmond, Va,
August 9, 1862
Dear Brothgr .(in-law)

I take my pen in hand this\‘ﬁernlng to inform you of my health which
is good at this time though I am very weaic - I had a very bad spell of
disentary - I took some medicine this give me relief, I hope these lines
may come to hand and {ind you all weil and doing well. % & % We have to
érill two hours in the ¢y and we get a half ¢ loaf of bread and it is the worst
bread ever I eat - we pet enough of meat if we could get wood to cook it, We
draw 3 sticks of wooc to the mesa ;rv'cry three days about enough to make one

fire. This iz & hard place to be but I hope we will all get home once more.

There is lots of soldiers here - thare was an exchange made of prisoners
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the other day about four thousand which has erowded our camp - they are .
lying in every direction about here and as lousy as hogs. It is reporte‘d
'that they have been a fighting about 8 miles from this plar:e but that is all
that I can tell you - I heard the guns very plain laét Sunday evening east
fron: this place - William I think I could get along.if I could hear from
home -1 l;xavent heard frora home since I left - [ am uneasy to hear -
I hope you will stay with my Dear family and do th;e best you can for them -
it seems that I can hear the crys of my little children now ~ I can never
forget the fix I left them in bus may God be with and bless them and you
all forever - nothing more at this time but remaih yours til death."
"Gordonsville, Va.
August 16, 1862

Dear wife

I take my pen in hand to inform you of my.hea!th which is tolerable
at this time - I have been very bad off and had got better when we got orders
to mave - we left Richmond yesterday morning - we landed at Gordonaville
at 5 o'clock then we had to march about 4 miles - we bad to march 6 miles
yesterday morning - we was brought here to reinforce Jackson army -1
never wanted to come here but it don't matter God is here as well as there -
I think if I had & daya rest I would be well enough - I never was so sore in my
life. Charl'ottc’l am uneussy to hear from you - I received one letter from
you since I left and it was wroteﬁb& 31 of July - it was sent to me at Camp
Columbis - it was sent (on) to me. I received a letter from sister Nancy
and a pair of shoes come by hand to Charles. Nancy's letter stated that our -
baby wae very bad off with thet rising and I want you to write me soon and
tell my friends all to write and I am hoping to get some of them - I have wrote
to many and havent ruceived any til it looks like no use to write. Dear wife
I went to the serpeant doctor since‘l commenced my letter and he excused

me from drilling todiy - e gave me 2 quinine pills to take - we have to



drill 6 hours in the day which is going to bé har'd. on us —I w—'ould give the’
*world if this wicked war was over whichI ht;pe Vwi.ll be in a t&uortjtimé -'if
I could hear from homne it would .lo n-e gc;od - I canaot be eaey when I know
the fix my dear little baby is in but I hope the Lord will be with and bless
us and that the time will not be long when we will all meet again - Charlotte
I received that lock of hair that you sent me I was glad to see it - write
soon as this comes to hand and fail not, We fare but middling for some
thing to eat - we get a half of lcaf of bread a day - we get beef and a little
bacon - we can live on it when we are well -~ fruit is woz-tl; $10, 00 per bushel-
25 cts, for three little apples - I havent bought any since I come to Va. I
bought a pint of buttermilk yesterday morning I paid 10 cts, for it - it
wasnt fit to drink - I believe ‘I have told you all that I can think of at present,
Notling more at present but I remain yc;ur husband untill death,"
"Camp near Culpepper,
November 9, 1862,
Dear Father,

I seat myself to-day to inform you of our health which is good at
present hoping these lines may come to hand and find you well - Cear Father
I got to my Regiment yesterday - I left the hospital Wednesday and got here
Friday - I hadnt to walk but 2 miles -1 wént away to Stanton and we heard
that the Réét. had moved and I turned back ané got to Culpepper Friday

- ,
night - we had snow here Friday and it snowed some last night - it is very
cold thic morning and is some warmer ¥ * ¥ Charles says he wants his old
wniform cozt and 2 woolen shirt and drawers if you have them ready when
you send the rest of his clothes - we havé marcling oréers but have no idea
where we will go - we expected to leave this place by daylight this morning
but are still here - we hear such talk as poing to the coast - I dont know
how it will be but 1 Lope we will get from this colé place - I have told you

all that I can think of at present. Nothing more at th;is time but I remain
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,your affectionate son untill death. "

‘Camp neay Fredericksburg
January 22, 1863

Dear Wife

I seat myself this morning to inform you of my health which {8 goed
at pr'escnt. I do truly hope these lines may come to hand and find you all
well and a doing well, Charlotte ¥ haven't much to write at this time for
I have wrote you 4 or 5 letters since I have got one from you by male
the last letier I got with my clothes - I havent got one from you by male in
two months and it hurts my feelings that I cant get no letters from you,
Charlotte I got my clothes by Mr., Strong and Calvin Chestnut. Calv told
me that he saw you at your mothers -'he caid that you was well and hearty
looking - he said that be expected to go to see you before he started back
but Mr. Strong took a notion of starting earlier than he expected and hadnt
the chance of going to see you - I got one pair of pants two pair of drawers
onc shirt one pair of shoes 1 neck comfort & something to go over my ears
and [ got a handkerchief and letter in one of the pockets - and we got some
fruit and some butter which we have had som good messes of. It has done
us a heap of gqod - you have no idea how good it eats to us - I wouldnt take
10 dollars for what fruit and butter you sent us - Now Charlotte we are
expecting orders to march ever%inute - we have orders to keep two days
rations cooked in our havoc sacke to be ready to march at a moments warn-
ing but we bave no idea where we are going to - it is hard the way poor
soldiers are treated - it is bad weather if we have to march now. I do
think yestercay and last night vas the worst night oi wind and rain and cold
that [ ever saw ~ the ground is no.thlng but mud &nd water « L am tired of
thic pluce and I am worn out with tiie sound of the drum and drilling -

I want to hear the sound of your volce and of them Dear little children and

’
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I do hope to be spared to enjoy that day. I wrote home to you to try. to get o Lo

me to Oversee somewhere but it looks like I will never get any more )

letters from you - I still look every day but I'look in vain - you said in
your last letter that you had killed your hog - I think you ought to have
enough meat to do you - I hone 'and trust [ will get .home to help you eat
some of it - my advice to you is to save all you can to eat. Tell my little
children howdy for me and I do want you to write to me soon and fail not -
I will close by asking you to write to me. Nothing more at present but

I remain your affectionate husband untill death, *
| ]

In a postscript to one of his letters to Charlotte, John Leroy Bell
left this philosophical bit: "VWhen this you see, remember me -though
in some distant land I be,"

John Leroy Bell died March 21, 1863, while serving in Company "A"
of the 5th South Carolina Regiment. He was survived by hie wife Charlotte;
two daughters, Mary Agness and Elizabeth Jane; and a son Charles,

Joseph Bigham, brother of John Leroy, died at Atlanta in 1863,
following wounds received in the Battle of Chicamauga. Hec was survived
by his wife Eliza, and one son John Robert.

Two other sons of James Montgomery Bell, Robert Brown Bell
and Charles Jameg Bell, fought through the war and returned to their
families in Chester District.

Two sons of Charles, the amﬁof William Bell 1I, died: I'avid of
Mississipoi, Novermber 15, 1862, and Joha P, of Fairfield District, April 10,
1563, presumably in the military service. David was survived by his wife
Jane, aad two sons, % illiam anc James. [4] John P. s survived by
Lic wife Isabella H, Bell,

Anc in Mississippi, serving with Company "C* of the 14th Mississippl

[4] U.S. Census IP50 of Oktibbeha County, Mississippi lists children of
David Bell, There may have been others.




Regiment, were: J G. Bell and his brqthcr. Benjamin F., bclieved to

be sons of James II; J. Aquula and Robert M., sons of V- ilhan- Bell IV. [s] -

e

William Bell, son of Hugh, servedin Com-,any "F". thh Regiment
of the South Carolina Infantry, and returned to his family in Fairfield
District after the war. .

These are but a few ot.the Bell descendants who saw service with
the Confederate Army. Most are unidentified - some unaccounted for
until this day.

The year, 1864, saw the ‘price of 21l commodities sky-rocketing,
with government agents purchasing most of the avaihble‘ meat and grain
producta. Sale of the assets in the estate of Nancy Bell, deceased, [6]
in Fairfield District givee uas eome idea of the cost of living during the
Vvar Between the States. Dried peas sold for $5,00 a bushel; wheat at
$6, 00 a bushel; bacon, $1.50 a pound; lard, $3.002 pound; cotton at
.20 cents a pound; and cattle at $138.00 a head. Slaves were sold for
between three anc four thousand dollare - all in Confederate currency.

As an indication of the scarcity of writing paper during this era, the
accounting ip this ectate was written on brown wrapping paper.

Back now to the Bell Community. After the death of Edward M. Bell,
his widow, Martha S., waived her right to sexve as executrix of the estate
of her late husband iz {aver of her broéber. John S. Douglass. Mr,
Douglan;s was also appointed &rdian of the person and property of youn g
Douglass Bell, the widow Martb;x having married the Reverend John Hunter.

In 1662, Douglase Bell wau sent to a boarding school in Due West,
South Carolina to complete his primary education. The Reverend Huntcr'
would pay Dcug's expenses anc bill ;he guardian h:;r reimbureement. It is
{nteresting to notc from the guardianship account that a pair of shoes wag

purchased in 1862 for $3.00. “Another pair, purchased in 1864, cost $60.00.

Hictorical Sxetches Oktibbeha County, Mississlppi - Carrol.

v—
v
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€] wn. This KNancy Eell ic unidentificd, Lmt likcly of the family of
Joho Lell T, Yiomrmiront of firekivers L lliftoTy, Cotu=lin,
touth C:.roli:z::.

-
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Four yeards of eult material, purchased Docember 15, 1868 quélumhla. o A

" "!

cost $14C. 00, i T . .
*

-

In 1864, Douglaes Bell waa being schooled by a privnf; tutor, John C, ‘
Chislom, fn Fairfleld District. [7] His mother, Martha S., suffered a
renpiratory ilinees and died April 9, 1264. Though survived by her husband,
the Reverend Hunter, Martha was laid to rest beside Edward at the 61d
Brick Church. A faded rcceipt given by Dr. Walter Brice of the New Hope
Comrnunity reflects payment for medical services rendered in 1864, [8]

After the death of his moather, enl when he was notyaway attending
school, Douglass Bell lived in the home of his maternal grandparents,
Alexander and Martha Douglass, in the New Hope Comrmunity of Fairfield
District. An accounivof this home ts found in A. Fairfield Sketchbook -
Bolick:

"Albion is the largest and most elegant home in the New Hope
section, It is the ancestral home of the Douglas farmily having been built
about 1840 by Alexander Douglas, who was a grandfather of the late Albert
Douglas, whose widow now owns the place. .

"The house is beautifully located on an elevation at the head of an
avenue of anclent trees. 1Its appearance is commanding; a true Southern
plantation mansion in the best tradition, Green lawne and larper trees
set it off. This tall, three-story manor house is built alons elmple
Colonial lines, The main body ﬁhﬂpvered with a gabled roof and extends
over the upetairs veranda. In the center of the roof is a beautiful gable.
The mammoth chimneys are built in the house, Two-story niazzas extend
across the entire front and cach norch i sunported by ten large scuare
columns and are enclosed with picketed banunictere. The windows are

long £nd well nlaced. Thre entrances are &' rople hut decorative, surrounded
»

[7] Original receizt for payreat ac tutar of Alevaader Touglace Dell.

fe] Originzl recein of I'r. Valter Brice for services rendered,

—-
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by plass side lights,. The decorations of the =olumns, 'doorways; wihc_iows.,"'- R

*

-

and trir are beautifully designeﬁd and euecutggi. }

"As would b.e exsected, i,he ;n"crlor is spnvc!‘;u:; witl clegant rpantels,
rosettes, cornices, and movuldinga, & gra;:eful st2ir of three flights
devnincers the front hell, A varrower rtairway rises from the rear hall.

"The original owner of this old house emplayed 2 builder from York
to construct his home, The hest of materiale were used. The original
locke and hardware are still in good working ardar. Alemander Douglas
was a glave owner, a suazessful planter and a builder of good wagens.

Hie wagon shop wasn located on the main road near the avenue leading up
to his home,

"Down through the years this place has remzined in the Douglas
family, It has been well kept and is st.ul in good condition and with a -
little redecoration, proper furnishings, and landscaping it could well be
one of the show places of the Upcountry." [9]

On March 9, 1864, Ulyssee S. Grant was created a lieutenant
general and placed in supreme command of all the Fedaral armies in the
field. Sherman was left in command of the west. In Novernber, Sherman
cutting loose, began his march to the sva, laying waste the country on a
6G-mlle tr‘ont;'and he occupied Savannah, Decembar 20-21, Wken Mobile
was taken by Farragut in Augnampu close of the year saw the tevrmination
of Confederate power in the far South, After wintering for & menth in
Savannah, (Yanuary 1265) Sheriran again began driving General Jobnson
to the north throveh the Carolinas. Oranpeburs fell, the Congaree was
carried, Columbia and then Charleston were taken, ef!ert{ng a junction

with Slocur's forces at Vinnsboro, Fairfield District.

[9] A Fairiield Skerchbook - Bolick pame 193,
n. For somec reason the Touglaass favally, after the V'ar Between the
States, drooped an "' from the Douglase nows .



CHAPTER XIV -

_THE CARPETBAG RULE

* After the war clouds lifted over Fairfield and Chost.'er. Dlst;-i:?ts _
and as the mourning of the war cead continued, thcae fow reﬁaiuing Bavil
households faced another tragic era, that of Reconsturction,

At the Bell Community in Fairfield District, the ;widow Isabella
Hemphill Bell lived alone at the phdtation of Charles Bell, deceased,
father of her late husband, Jobn P. Bell. .

Of the four sons of William Bell Il residing in Fairfield Dietrict
beifore the war, only Tl;oma.s R, is known to have survived.

William Bell, son of Hugh, and his wife, Margaret, aad their three
children: Sarah Elizabeth, Thomas E.. #nd Marparet Jane, lived in the
former home of Thomas Bell.' inherited by his daughter, Margaret,

And there was Alexander li;cuglass Bell, son of Edward M., living
with bis maternal grandparents.

The migration, pestilence and war had reduced the male Bell
population of the Bell Community to four iz number, two adults and
two minors.

In the Chester District, there were James Montgomery Bell and
_ the familias of his children: John Leroy, deceased; Robert Brown; Charles
James; Joseph Bigham, deceased; Margarét Nancy Bigham; Elizabeth
Montgomex;‘,; Deattic; and Mary Jane,

And finally, at Stark\'illmississipoi. there were the families
of Hugh Beil, son of William II; leabella 1ell Montromery, widow of
Hunth Montgomery LI James Eell I, eoa of Jares; William Bell IV;
znd sorve of the prandenildren of Charlee, son cf William II; and other
unicentified Bell desceadante., -

Nowhere among the Coniederate States woul? the cppresuion,

gubjugatisn and huiman misery of the Reconuzruction Fira be felt us in the

.
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State of South Carolina. Not even the Bells’ place of worship was entirely_ ..

+spared the desecration of war. Confederate soldiers had destroyed the.

bridge over Little River. Federal troops fell upon the Old Brick Church,

overlooking the stream and reraoved the flooring and its sleepera, which
were used by them to construct a makeshift bridge, "One of the company
of soldiers, stirred in heart 25 he witaessed the desecration of the Lord's
House, wrote in pencil on the door facing of the church these words:
""Citizens of this comrounity: Please excuse us for defacing your house
of worship so much, It was absolutely necessary to effect a croseing
over the creek, us the Rebs destroyed the bridge. - A Yankee.'" [1]

So devastating was the war's effect on the congragation of the 0O}d
Brick Church, that the orga.xﬂzation rapidly declined until it disappeared
from the roll of the Presbytery without any formal act of dissolution, [ 2]

On May 2, 1865, Mrs. Mary Boykin Chestnut, travelling from
Chester to Camden with her husband, Confederate Brigadier General '
James Chestnut, Jr., noted in her diary: "I am writing from the roadside
below Rackstock enroute to Camden. Since we left Chester, solitude; .
nothing but tall, blackened chimneys to show that any man has ever trod
this road before us. This is Sherman's track! It is hard not to curse him.
I wept incessantly &t first. 'The roses of the gardens are already hiding
the ruins, ' said Mr. Chestnut trying to eay something. ThenI made a
vow - if we are a crushed peapif?’f will never he a whimpering, pining
slave.

"hay 4 - From Chester to Winnsboro, we did not see one living
thing, man, woman or anin:al. * ¥ ** The blooming of the pardens had a
funerecal efioct. Nature is so hpmriant here; she soon covers e ravages
of savagee. The last frost occurrud the seventh of March, so that accounts

r

for the wonderful advance of vegetation, It scen:s providential to these

J11 Charles Montgomery Bell, son of the late John Montgomery Bell, of
Chester, South Carolina, in 1933, placeé a framed copy of the in-
scrintion on the wall of the church near the orininzl,

{2] Moice of Eula V', Zcll,
-
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starving people; so much that is cdible has grown in two n.'ron'ths'. o ’ e -
. “At Winasborn, to my amazemeﬁt, the young 'pc-;gph;: had a May l - |
Day arcidst the smoking ruins, Irrepresaibie youth! The fidelity of the
Negroes is the principal tonic everywhere., There seerns nota single cave
of a Negro who tetrayed his maaster; and yet they ghowed & natural and
exultant joy at beinp free. In the !ielgls we saw thern plowing and hoeing
corn as always., The fields in that respect looked quite cheerful. w {3]

With the end of the war came two row social and economic factors.
The tlavet were free and a part of the free economic sysjem; but neither
they nor their former masters possessed the financial resources to cultivate
crops. The prosperovus planter of the ante bellum crz wasr deep in debi and
would become more 50, as the carpetbagpere at Columbia wrested control
of government from the solid, white citizens of South Carolina,

So it was thct the planter turned to the country store for credit - the
only source of credit, With this development came the lien law enacted by
mos* of the Southern legislatures, under the texrms of which a planier would
givi the merchant a lien on his crop in exchange for credit, Based upon.
the nursber of acres to Le planted, the borrower would be limlted in the
amount of purchases thut he could make each month during the texm of the
lien. But the Negro fraerman had neither land nor credit; and for theso, he
locked to his former master. And ithe planter needed, egually as much,
the sexvices of his former slm In fact, they necdud each other, il elther
was to survive the Reconstrulctian Ers. The Negro, through his former
wmaster, found a source of credit, though indirect, at the country siore.
These circunietances aave birth to the practice of sharecropping. The

-ced slave, howevez, took a dim philosophical view of a credit system
that benefited him but only indirecily; and sume one ?{ thern compossd

this ditty, which expressed their attitude:

[3] & iery From Dixie - Clhesnut, Réitor, Dea Limes Villiaws,
papes 527-52C,
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"Zin ought's sné ought : A A

And a figger's a figger ,
All for the white ;man
And none for the nigger.” [4]

The merchant served the community as a semi-banﬁer. The farfher
brought in his crop of cotton and sold it, but seldom i-e;'.eived cash in pay-
ment. Since the merchant was to get most, if not all of the raturns for 2
crop anyway, it was much slmpler to take a credit allowance on the mex-
chant's books and do away with tbe worry of losing the money. Long before
the next cropseason closed, the debit side of the ledger hzzd consumed the
credit surplus funds.,

Such was the economic system that enableg the Bells anc their freed
Negro tenants to eke out an existence curing the Recorstruction Era.

The year was 1866, and farm production was almcs-t nil, The acsets
of the estate of Edward M, Bell, deceased, son of Thomas, were in fact
quite substantial before tha war. Yet the incoma of the estate in 1866 was
lirited to the sun. of $175. 00, derived from the sale of a single bail of
cotton. [5] On August 1, 1866, Mr, John S. Douglass, administrator, paid
real estate taxes in the amount of $6. 45, He was receipted ty R. H. Jenn-
ings, tax collector, Fairfield District., [6] In December of the same year,
the estate purchascd = buggy and hasness, perhape for Martha Hamilron,
dzughter of Edward M. Bell, at a cost of ‘szzs. co. [7)

Ma.rtha (Bell) Hamilton g&l March 5, 1869, lcaving her brother,
Alexander Douglass Bell, then atte;xding Atlanta Medical College, ag the
sole survlving child of his fainer and mother. [8] He received his degree .
in medicine in 1376, at the ape of 20 years, and returned to Fairfield
ittrici to practice hin profession,

[¢] ™ills, Pesticonts, ard Flovis - The & uthern Country Store -

Thomas T, Clark, pame 27k ’

[5] Original reccipt for saic of Lule of cotton.
[6] Original tax: collecter's recelpi, Tairficls Gictziet, “outh Carolina,

[7] Original receint fsr payraent korze buesy and harness,

[*] Pamily Litle of Idwasd LI, Dueil.

R
n. The orizinzl ducuments referred to in Feotnotes (51[(6])[7), as vcll
Teootmotcs I7]I0), Clinoter 27111, 2o §o mocrcrcion of P, F. Dell, Cor:l Gotder,
cee .. - G .



After a your amid the xuins of Atlanta, Dr. Bell could hardly have
been surprized ag he viewed tho scarred and ‘débil’it‘ated éity of Colurf;bla.,
Jf"rom the window of his train as it paused thete enroute to \*';nn.sboro.

But had that wincdow been a modern day television 'tubc t;dcusing in on the
Statehouse, where Robert K, Scott, by grace of the bayonet, was exercising
the Cfiice of Governor, Dr. Bell migzht have, at that very moment, ex-
perienced total disillusionment in the profeseional caresr he was embarked
upen. For it was there that the forces of corruption, inc.:luding the Freed-
men's BDureau were et work under the leadershiy of Governor Scott. agitate
ing the Negroas to leave the farms and promising them ownership of the
pronerty of their former masters., Excescive taxation, in most instances
tantamount to configcaticn, {ssuance of worthlzes bonds and outright
thievery soon found the State near bﬁnkruptcy and its pecple oa a near
starvation diet. Evea the mmost experlenceé medical practitioner could

do little for a patient suffering raalautrition.

South Czrolina became a happy hunting ground for the northcrn
bancits who sustained themszlves on Negro credulity. In 1870, there were
415, 814 Negroes to 289, 667 whitea [9] And thesc were not uniforn in
iatsiligence. Those on the coast and rivers were little above the in-
telleciusl level of the mules they drove, ,cvcn their jurgon was unintelli -
gible to 2 .stranger. Zecauss o&xeir igrorance and stroung passions, they
were easily organizec and used by the leagues and carnetbaggers, [10)

The membere of the House of Represcntatives vere mostly black or
brown or manogany, some of the type seldom scen outside the Conpo. f1)

Perhape as vhe train moved clowly throngh Co.lumb(a. Lr. Bell
abserved only the pigs greating-in the unpaved etreets, that were also

teeming with Negroec in frow the plantations to enjoy their freedur, or

[3] Tre Begre in South Carsiing, popge T,

[10] Tke Tragic Zrz, Clavde B, Towers, oauc U0
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the blackened ruins of flarne -gutted buildinge, or the pln::i'é of the port;;:;s_,._”--"
of whzt had once been the baronial mansion of the Hamptons. “[’1'2] =
But the impact of it all became Reazlity to Dr. Bell as he'alighted

from his train at Winnsboro and saw the streets of that town polf;'%ed by

Governor Scott's armed Negro militia,

[12] Thke Tragic Erz, Clande D, Tawers, rane w29,
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